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About Daily Life

Physical interactions in Japan

Japanese people do not touch others as much
as people from other countries. They do not
usually shake hands, hug or kiss to greet
others; instead, they look each other in the
eye and exchange greetings or bows. This
does not mean that they do not have affection
or goodwill towards others, however.

To rent an apartment or
other housing complex unit

M Signing a contract

Procedures at real estate agencies are
complicated, so it is best to go with a
Japanese person or a Japanese-speaking
friend. You can also look for a place to
live on the Internet or through housing
information magazines.

Handling fees, deposits (shikikin),
key money (reikin), etc.

When you rent a place to live in Japan,
various fees are required at the beginning:

Prepaid rent: You must pay the rent for the
place you are moving into in advance. The
standard amount is one month’s rent.
Deposit: This is for cleaning the room and
repairs or renewal of the equipment when
you move out. The standard amount is one
month’s rent.

Key money: This is a gratuity for the
landlord. Some properties do not require it.
The standard amount is one month’s rent.
Mediation fees: This is paid to the real
estate agency that introduced you to the
property. The standard amount is one-half
to one month’s rent.
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Notes:

1. You must pay for fire insurance as well.

2. Earnest money and key money may not be
required depending on the area or the real estate
agency.

3. A guarantor is typically required when signing a
rental contract. Some properties do not require a
guarantor.

Points to note when renting
an apartment or other
housing complex unit

Use the room responsibly by following
Japanese cultural cues and lifestyle practices.
If you do not take good care of your room, it
will cost money to clean or repair the room
when you leave, and you will not get your
deposit back. You may even have to pay
extra.

Ml Points to note in daily life
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Ventilate the room well to prevent
mold from forming in the room.

Do not damage or make holes in the
walls or equipment in your room.
Avoid making loud noises so that you
do not disturb your neighbors.
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H Prohibited matters

In Japan, you cannot live together
with other people without the
landlord'’s consent.

Many apartments and condominiums
do not allow pets.

B When moving out

Let your landlord know when you plan to
move out. You may have to pay rent for the
next month if you tell the landlord right
before moving out.

Let the electric, gas and water companies
know when you will be moving out.
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