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Cool Glass Engraving In Nakano <Part 2>
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[ABEAISRIZPE] [English]

Welcome to part two of my introduction to glass engraving in Nakano! Nakano is not only a heaven for subculture,
but it is also a town where you can experience many different traditional crafts and cultures. In part one, I took
on the challenge of glass engraving using the sand blasting technique. This part two will cover an interview with
Yamada-san herself.  After enjoying the glass engraving experience, I was lucky enough to be able to hear
Yamada-san’s own thoughts regarding glass engraving and life in Nakano. I'll be sharing the content of our
interview in this second part.

<Read Part 1 here>
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| Getting Into Glass Engraving

The glass engraving that Yamada-san specialises in relies on the use of a sand blaster machine, which blows
abrasive sand particles against the glass, buffering away the unwanted sections. This machine was developed in
the United States in around 1870 and then introduced to Japan in the early Meiji period. With this technique,
skilled craftspeople are able to add shading and gradation to the colourful designs. This is in stark contrast to the
more distinct lines of the traditional Japanese Edo Kiriko style glass, which is hand engraved.
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For Yamada-san, the beauty of her engraved glasswork is the ability to be able to produce anything that she can
imagine. As her skills have grown, there are no limits to the designs she has been able to produce. Yamada-san

also feels that glass engraving gives you a rare chance to really sit and focus on creating something without any
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distractions - a feeling that most of us can identify with. I have to admit that it was really refreshing to have some

fiddly work to concentrate on for a couple of hours, rather than just spending it scrolling on my phone!

Despite her obvious skills and talent, Yamada-san insists that she never intended to set out on this path. Although
she went to an art high school, she didn’t feel like she was particularly talented. Instead she began to accumulate
her skills by working in a company producing stained glass, becoming the operator of the sand blasting machine
and making glass used in doors and other building materials . However, the work was tough and eventually
Yamada-san set up a workshop in her own home in 2001 and began to make small tableware items .

Looking at the items in her workshop and photographs of her numerous exhibitions, even Yamada-san herself has
to admit to her talent now!
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Nakano, A Friendly Community

Yamada-san also makes a great ambassador for Nakano itself and is the head of the Nakano Ward traditional
crafts preservation society. She was born and raised here, in the very house that now incorporates her workshop!
She admits that there have been changes over the years, but most of the friends she grew up with still live in the
area, giving the town a great community feel. And despite the reputation as a great shopping district, Yamada-san
believes that this community atmosphere is down to the fact that there are many individual family homes here,

meaning that families tend to stay in the area for generation after generation.

While Yamada-san works in traditional arts, this isn’t to say that she doesn’t support the subculture reputation
that Nakano has gained over the years. She strongly believes that it is the subculture elements that are making
the town more popular, as well as the reasonable living costs.

For Yamada-san, both traditional and modern culture can and should live in harmony. Many popular anime and
manga series also incorporate elements of traditional Japanese culture, introducing them to a new audience.
Traditional skills are still being kept alive and well in Nakano thanks to a number of skilled craftspeople who keep
their traditional arts alive and who worked to set up the Nakano Ward traditional arts preservation society
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Everyone Is Welcome!

The classroom that Yamada-san has set up here in her family home is attended by a variety of people from all
walks of life = from elementary school students accompanied by their mothers, to older people in their 70s and
80s. Yamada-san is confident that after completing her five year workshop curriculum anyone could create the
glassware of their dreams. She also offers one-off experiences, such as the one I attended, which are frequently
attended by those wanting to make one-of-a-kind gifts for family and friends. Foreign attendees are also more
than welcome! Understandably, sakura (cherry blossom) or momiji (maple leaves) are the most popular designs
amongst overseas visitors, but Yamada-san can help you design your own unique take on this Japanese art form.

When asked for a final comment for our readers, Yamada-san didn’t hesitate to say with a big smile: “Nakano has
many traditional arts and crafts as well as the subculture, so if you are interested in learning more about them,
please come visit!”
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Reporter profile:
Hello! My name is Sophie and I have been living in Japan since 2012. I'm originally from London in the UK, and I
currently work as an educational writer. My hobbies include cooking, baking, working out and travelling around
Japan. I love going for a good hike and then hitting a warm onsen after! On rainy days you can often find me with
a hot coffee and a good book in a Tokyo cafe.
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