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Cool Glass Engraving In Nakano <Part 1>
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When you think of Nakano, what springs to mind first? Probably a sub-culture mecca. However, did you
know that Nakano is also home to a thriving traditional culture scene? Along with stores selling manga
and collectable figurines, you can also find workshops which allow you to experience a number of
Japanese crafts!

One such experience in Nakano is “glass engraving”, provided by the wonderful Yamada-san at T.H Glass
Factory. The workshop is located just a ten minute walk from Nakano station, hidden in one of the more
residential and quiet streets.
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Yamada-san, who has been engraving glass since she was 35 years old, runs the workshop out of her
childhood home, but it was easy to spot thanks to a colourful window full of her beautiful works, as well
as Yamada-san herself waiting to welcome me in from the boiling heat.
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An Introduction to Glass Engraving

Yamada-san told me that she has been working with glass engraving for thirty years, and has developed
her own curriculum to teach glass engraving at this workshop utilising a sand blaster machine. Students
can attend the classroom to learn a number of techniques which will allow them to add colourful and
elegant designs to different glass items. Yamada-san displays her own handiwork around the cosy
workroom, from tiny intricately candle holders, to an impressively large glass lampshade, which took her

three weeks to engrave.
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I immediately learnt something new - while I had always believed the colourful designs to be applied to
a plain translucent glass, Yamada-san told me that the items are actually two layers of glass. The
bottom translucent layer of glass is covered by a second coloured glass layer (Kise glass). The designs
are applied to this top layer, with the empty parts ‘carved’ away by the sand blaster, leaving the slightly
raised designs against the clear background.

NHTHDTZDTIMN, FFSETHEALISADIS TIVRTHA > (FEMDISBERDH S A CHEESND EB DT
WEULZ. UNUER(E. 2BEBEIC/IRD TS EDTY, FEADHSADEN. BBRSNIZHSRETEMN
TWBHEEHSX (FEHSX) EWDSEDTY., B RISA IS >ZED> TEODVWEZHIZZ LT,
THA UL ENTNWEET, DT, FHEADID EBHSRED EDBEB(FHIMCHERELTLET,

| Preparing my Design

Let’'s jump to my own experience at giving glass engraving a try! For my first attempt, I was given the
choice of a red or blue glass to apply my design to, and shown a number of patterns that I might like to
incorporate. Experienced engravers can create their own design from scratch and cut it out of masking
tape, but this is time consuming and fiddly work. In order to ensure that even first timers can prepare
beautiful designs on their glasses, Yamada-san has prepared a number of pre-cut shapes which can be

used to make beautiful geometric patterns.
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Inspired by one of the glasses on display in the window, I opted for the blue glass and decided to make
a pattern of rising bubbles. Having taped up two sides of the glass to give me some space to work with,
Yamada-san gave me free reign to apply my vision. I quickly got to work, applying the stickers with
tweezers and enjoying myself immensely. It's not often that you get to enjoy playing with stickers at my
age! Yamada-san gave me some advice with the placement, so that the bigger bubbles would look like
they were ‘rising’. On the other side of the glass she helped me arrange some petal shaped stickers into
a Japanese sakura motif.

Yamada-san had even prepared pre-cut shapes for younger attendees, including a cute little ghost

design that she said was especially popular with elementary school children around Halloween.
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Once the stickers for my design were firmly in place and checked carefully by Yamada-san, she offered
me some space to engrave my name into the glass. This was far more fiddly than I had thought it would
be! Even though I only had to cut out half of the letters with the design knife myself, I found it very
tricky. Yamada-san acknowledged my struggles and said that this was one of the reasons why students
attending the workshop regularly do their cutting out work at home as ‘homework’, as it takes time to
get used to the tools.
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Using the Sand Blaster
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With the design finalised, it was time to move onto the sand blaster (using a machine to shave the
surface of the glass) ! There are three different machines in the workshop, but the one I would be
using was pointed out by Yamada-san to be more suited for beginners. She instructed me to remove my
watch and put on a pair of gloves before demonstrating how to use the machine.

With the glass placed inside the chamber, Yamada-san put her hands into the rubber gloves of the
machine, picked up my glass and put her foot down on the pedal. Instantly a stream of sand-like
abrasive particles came out of the nozzle at a high pressure. The areas of the glass not covered by
masking tape were gradually scratched away at. Yamada-san showed me how to hold the glass
horizontally under the stream of abrasive particles, gently moving the glass from side to side and
holding the lip of the glass slightly downwards.
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Once I'd had a good look at the master in action, it was my turn. I took my seat and began to imitate
Yamada-san’s actions, making sure to move my glass so that each aspect of the design came into
contact with the abrasive sand. The process went more quickly than I thought it would, meaning that I
had to take care not to overwork areas and make the glass too thin. I found the area around the lip of
the glass the most tricky, so Yamada-san helped me finish it off so that a final ring of blue was left. The
final article was beautiful!
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Polishing my Handiwork!

Once the engraving was complete, it was time to polish the glass, removing the masking tape shapes

and making sure the raised engraved parts didn’t have any rough or sharp edges. After a few minutes of
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vigorous polishing, my glass was finally complete! I was particularly impressed with the contrast of the

round bubbles and sakura against the blocked out sections of blue. Even my name shone through!
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Although the design was very simple, I was really proud of my unique souvenir of my afternoon in
Nakano. I wholeheartedly recommend this experience for anyone looking to take home their own
individual piece of art.

Please look for part two of this article, an interview with Yamada-san herself about glass engraving in
Nakano!

<Continued to part2 >
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* T.H glass Facebook is here
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Reporter profile:

Hello! My name is Sophie and I have been living in Japan since 2012. I'm originally from London in the
UK, and I currently work as an educational writer. My hobbies include cooking, baking, working out and
travelling around Japan. I love going for a good hike and then hitting a warm onsen after! On rainy days

you can often find me with a hot coffee and a good book in a Tokyo cafe.
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