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The 9th Nakano Bon-Dance Festival was held at the Nakano Central Park Conference Hall on Halloween,

October 31, 2021. The event hosted a wide range of stage performances throughout the day, and provided a
unique mix of traditional Japanese culture and modern pop revelry.

% Due to the influence of the new coronavirus infection, the event was changed from the originally scheduled
August to the end of October.
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Bon-dance ( also known as “bon-odori”) is a style of folk dance with a long history in Japan. Traditionally
performed during the three-day summer holiday of Obon, which honors the spirits of the dead said to return
during that time, Bon dances were originally performed to welcome any spirits returning to their homes. Now

they are a staple of summer festivals, with folk songs and dances unique to each region of Japan.

I arrived at Nakano station on the afternoon of the event, and made my way to the Nakano Central Park
Conference Hall where performances were being held. Surprisingly, and despite the holiday the event fell on,
the area surrounding the station was relatively relaxed, filled mostly with Nakano’s usual crowds of shoppers
hoping to enjoy the restaurants and hobby shops the neighborhood is so famous for. Even the event hall was
filled with a quiet atmosphere, though I saw a few groups of people wearing yukata or decked out in full

Halloween costumes excitedly chatting as I got closer to where the performance stage was located.
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After speaking with some of the friendly staff, I soon learned that the event this year was a bit different than
usual. Traditionally held during the hot summer month of August, this year’s festival had to be pushed back
due to worries about COVID-19. For the same reason, the event, which had always been held outdoors and
had included not only a performance stage, but also a variety of food stalls and vendors, would consist only
of the musicians and dancers, whose performances would be livestreamed on Youtube and then later shown
on TV, courtesy of J:COM. I was told that the Obon Dance festivals of past years were large events with
upwards of 10,000 people participating outdoors, but that this year we prioritized the safety of everyone and
held it indoors, greatly reducing the number of participants. Curious about how the event would be after all

these changes, I entered the conference hall to begin watching the show.
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Members of the Nakano Ward Folk Song League (/1
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First up was a performance by the Nakano Ward Folk Song League (H¥fX K5Ei#EE2). Singers and musicians,
dressed in gorgeous kimono and hakama, performed a variety of traditional Obon dance songs, with
members rotating in and out depending on which song was being performed. Up on stage with them was a
group of four dancers, who deftly lead the audience through the series of movements appropriate for each

song.
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Members of the Nakano Ward Folk Song League (HEFXERFEZEE DA
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I was impressed not only by the skill of the musicians and dancers on stage, but also by the enthusiasm of
the audience following along! Despite the limited number of attendees to this year’s event, the energy in the
room was huge. From young to old, wearing yukata, Halloween costumes, or street clothes, everyone in the
audience happily followed along with the dancers on stage. By the end of the performance, the whole crowd
had made a large circle within the conference hall, with even a few of the staff members joyfully joining in on

the dancing.
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This energy continued throughout the rest of the event, with an impressive lineup of later performances
including DJs decked out in cosplay and rock bands skillfully cracking jokes between songs. Each group
quietly excited with the audience and cameras alike, and the audience continued dancing and cheering them

on for the next few hours.
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DJ Yatsuiichiro (DI¥®>DL\W535)

One of my favorite moments was when DJ Yatsuiichiro performed what he dubbed “DJ Bon-Odori”. Starting
with some remixed old-school anime songs, and then making his way through famous hits by the likes of
ABBA and Bonjovi, he encouraged everyone to dance along using some of the Obon-odori moves in a

refreshing mix of traditional Japanese and pop culture.
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Audience and crew members during a performance(/\J # —< > X H
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By the end of the event, the audience had grown even larger as more dancers and staff had joined in
throughout the performances. I found myself swept up in all of the fun too, and had nearly forgotten that
this was a down-sized version of the normal event. With dedication, passion, and enthusiasm this strong, 1
can only imagine how impressive the full-scale event would be! Many of the dancers in the audience had
apparently participated in the Nakano Obon Dance Festivals of past years, but I noticed a few newcomers like
myself feelings become one by the end of the performances. Like them, I was glad to get the chance to
participate in the experience, and am now looking forward to experiencing the full-scale event in the future!
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Reporter profile:

Natalie Kelly is a traveler, teacher, translator, and writer currently residing in Tokyo, Japan. As a lifelong
language and culture enthusiast, it has always been her dream to explore new places and experience the
world. Outside of work, she enjoys reading, hiking, and walking through new neighborhoods in Tokyo.
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