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A Fortunate Walk — The Year’s First Shrine Visit <Part.2>
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[SEALSRIZHE] [English]

FIEE A~ FEFDYIFEFER~ Part.2

Experience report of “Hatsumode” which is a traditional Japanese event in Nakano! After worshiping at
“Nakano Kitano Shrin”, head to “Numabukuro Hikawa Shrine”.
<Read Part 1 here>
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Greedy for more good luck and bit of culture, I continue on, passing homes and businesses all decorated
with tigers for the new year, on towards another shrine where I'd been told there would be dancers for
today only.

I walk along the Seibu Shinjuku Line and across the Myoushoji River until the scent of Numabukuro’s
Hikawa Shrine’s incense lures me in. The crowds are quieter and lighter here and I can hear traditional
Japanese court music playing. I wonder if it is for the dancers’ performances or just for our pleasure.
Either way, it is delightful.There is a tired-looking police officer overseeing the queuing and he is patient
with my questions. According to him, most shrines have a police presence in the new year. It wards off

any trouble before it starts.
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Another round of clapping, bowing and praying is all paid for with the “right” combination of coins. After
consulting with a beautiful silk kimono-clad shrine maiden, I buy three omikuji, one for love, a crescent
moon one. The first comes with a free rabbit charm which I dutifully hang from my bag. My love
predictions are quite dire but tempered with the promise that I will meet someone new soon. Sadly, he
is fated to be a rat. I'm not sure if they mean he was born in the year of the rat or he will break my
heart. I promptly tie it to the rack, leaving as much of the bad luck behind me as possible. I go to a side
shrine for a second 15 yen prayer.

The moon fortune also has a lovely stylised clouded moon charm made of chrome metal. I attach it to a

zip-pull and rub it between my thumb and forefinger. It's comforting.
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One of the shrine staff, in more rugged but traditional clothing, comes to collect the full box of last
year's amulets. He strips them of any plastic parts then tosses them into a bonfire in the courtyard. 1
grab a seat on one of the benches around the fire and wish my new neighbours an “Ake ome!”, the quick
and casual way to say “Happy New Year!”. Everyone responds cheerfully and soon they are asking me

about my New Year predictions. They all agree that it will be a good a year for me and tactfully avoid

mentioning the rat bastard who I am now fated to meet.
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Another dancer slides onto the stage in pure white tabi socks, her demure pastel kimono gets a great
deal of praise from the audience. As she starts her fan dance, everyone, even the youngest of the kids,
is absorbed by her movements. She moves with and then against the music, telling her story. She is
probably in her 60s but the tale she tells is hundreds of years old. Despite this, she moves like a flower
in the breeze. I'm almost teary by the end.
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I can see clustered around the benches, a group of very excited younger dancers in pretty matching
costumes and much more make-up than their little faces would usually sport. They are only elementary
schoolers, and for some of them, this is their first public performance. Once on stage, I can see that
they are all well-rehearsed but their grace never quite equals the older dancer who came before. They
make up for it with their enthusiasm and cuteness.
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I start to get hungry and wonder why! Three hours of walking, talking and hatsumode-ing in the cold, I
suppose. There is a yaki-soba stand nearby and two food vans but I really need to get out of the wind.
So I thank my bench mates and walked off toward Numabukuro Station. Most of Japan is still on holiday
so very few eateries are open but the shoutengai, or shopping street, looks like it normally holds hours
of shopping and eating fun. I promise myself to come back another day. Sun Mall, Nakano Broadway
and Yakushi Ai Road all deserve another visit, too.

This new year is the year of the tiger, so my family’s health, wealth and happiness was the top of my
prayers all day. Clearly, I should’'ve been praying for a nice man for myself as well. That'd make my
mother happy, anyway.

My bag is now festooned with amulets and charms to protect me from all and any calamities that the
tiger year might bring my way and hair smells delightfully of incense and bonfire smoke. I feel ready to
face the new year!
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Reporter profile:

I'm Bronwyn Davis. I'm a Tokyo-based Australian writer who loves exploring Japan. Her adventures in
Japan have taken her to the biggest, brightest and loudest cities, as well as the smallest, cutest and
oldest inaka towns. She still can’t decide if she prefers urban or rural life more. So she tries to enjoy

them both as often as she can.
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